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step which military men everywhere; just as the Siberian
peasant, understood meant war.
What were the reasons'for this fatal decision to order
general mobilization? The Entente Powers, in their efforts
to excuse and justify it, have often alleged various reasons
—which are false.
One story is that the Russian decision was brought about
by a telegram from Sverbeev, the Russian Ambassador in
Berlin, stating: "The order for the mobilization of the Ger-
man army and navy has just been issued" It was occa-
sioned by the publication of news to this effect soon after
one o'clock by an "extra" of a Berlin newspaper, the Lokal-
Anzeiger. This, it is said, was a trick on the part of the
Germans to precipitate general mobilization in Russia and
so make her seem to be the aggressor. But the news had
been immediately contradicted by the German Foreign
Office and the "extra" had been suppressed. The Russian
Ambassador had thereupon quickly sent a second telegram,
unciphered, cancelling the first, and followed it by a third,
ciphered, explaining the circumstances*60 It has now been
conclusively established that none of these three telegrams
reached St. Petersburg until after the Tsar had given his
decision. They could therefore have had no influence in
causing it. Nor did Sazonov or any of the Russian author-
ities at the time, in July, 1914, allege this Lokd-Aweiger
episode as an excuse for the Russian general mobilization.
It was a later invention, first given notoriety by Sir Edward
Grey in 1916.07
<w Kramyi Arkhitu, I, pp. 179 f. The Rwsian Orange Book, Nos. 61,
62, published the first and third telegrams in a falsified form, and sup-
pressed the second.
«t For the detailed facts, see Montgelas, in the Deutsche Rundschau,
May, 1922, pp. 113-124; and in his Ldtfaden, 215 ff. We have not re-
peated them at length here, because all careful historical scholars,
like M. Renouvin (pp. 183 ff,), now follow Montgelas in rejecting this
LokalrAnzeigur explanation of Rusarian general mobilization as a legend.
Even M. Sazonov, shortly before his death, admitted that "it did not
cause our mobilization" (Plorinsky, in Pol. Sci. Quart., June, 1927, p> 222 f).

